
CRUSADER
The

February 2016

Acies: Young Adults on the Frontline of Catholic Action
Elizabeth O’Leary, SMA Alumna, 2015

Every life has a purpose, 
though often it seems 

the years that would be 
best spent in fulfilling this 
mission are instead spent in 
the pursuit of other goals:  
at worst, a self-destructive 
search for pleasure, at 
best, a random sampling 
of different paths seeking 
the one that “feels” right. 
Rather than waste these 
precious years of energy 
and enthusiasm, young 
adults in St. Marys are 
encouraged by Acies to learn 
more about objective truth 
and themselves in order to 
act in the service of God.  
Guided by the Church, 
sanctified by prayer and the 
sacraments, Acies members 
find peace and fulfillment 
performing acts of charity 
and evangelization.

Receiving further 
intellectual and spiritual 
formation with priestly 
and fraternal support, is 
crucial at this time when 
a young person makes 
some very important 
decisions. Priests’ spiritual 
conferences and direction 
give Acies members the 
guidance of the Church 
as they encounter real-life 
difficulties, such as anti-

Catholic colleagues and 
curious acquaintances, 
enabling them to deepen 
their faith and become 
stronger individuals, 
personally and socially. This 
faith in and knowledge of 
the truth has its natural 
expression in active works 
fueled by a love of God and 
neighbor. 

So the interior life 
of prayer and study 
takes primacy; it is the 
basis and foundation of 
every meritorious act, 
without which Catholic 
action is reduced to mere 

humanistic social work and 
activism. That interior life, 
however, if only dormant 
and self-contained “is 
dead without works.” To 
spread the faith by means 
of love and generosity, 
Acies provides its members 
with the intellectual and 
spiritual formation needed 
by members to live what 

they believe and make a 
difference in the lives of 
others, by passing on what 
they have received.    

The Acies initiative 
originated in 2013 when 
Frs. John Mark McFarland 

and Alexander Wiseman 
decided to organize the 
various groups of young 
people in the parish in 
order to help them channel 
their energies positively in 
the service of Church and 
neighbor while forming 
their characters as strong 
Catholic men and women. 
Meetings and events vary 
from focused debates to 
public demonstrations 
of faith, such as the 
annual Rosary for Life, 
to organizing activities 
for high school students 
and the parish, such as 
the recent concert by the 
acclaimed pianist and 
composer Peter Ritzen 
and the annual Christ the 
King Festival. Both as a 
group and as individuals, 
members of Acies are 
animated by a spirit of love 
in action, doing everything 
for the good of their 
neighbors and the glory of 
God.   

Acies invites unmarried 
men and women between 
the ages of 18 and 35 
to learn more about the 
group at sspxacies.org or 
by attending a meeting or 
event.

Over 1,400 people gathered in St. Marys on January 22, for 
a pro-life rosary.  Acies organized the rosary as part of their 
Catholic action mission.



Words from the Rector

We go to press just as we finish this year’s round of 
retreats—six of them in all—for Academy students 

in grades eight through twelve.  What an immense grace 
for all involved, and what a beautiful proof of the goodness 
of our God, who invests so much in souls!

Life with all it entails looks a lot different on 
retreat. We’re able to step back a little, and see things 
in perspective of God and eternity, the only perspective 
that really matters. “Come to me all ye who labor and 
are heavy burdened…” While on retreat, we can hear the 
voice of the Good Shepherd, calling us to Himself, clearly 
and distinctly.

Keeping the silence is one of the great challenges 
for the young retreatant. We are all so used to a world 
of noise and agitation, everything moving very fast, 
screaming to the heights and plunging to the depths – a 
living rollercoaster! Then we go on retreat and everything 
slows down, settles down. We’re able to see God and our 
soul, and in an atmosphere of peace, to reorient ourselves 
toward Him Who created us, died for us, takes care of us 
at every moment.

From there it’s relatively easy to be generous. Religion 
and life cease to be seen as burdensome series of obligations 
half accepted, and become instead one great opportunity 
to show our gratitude to the God we now see as a loving 
Father, instead of a harsh taskmaster.

Saints are born of such dispositions, and that is why 
the retreats are so encouraging to us priests, privileged 
to see so many young souls responding with wonderful 
generosity to the grace and lights of God. We can only 
encourage your continued efforts in the weeks and months 
ahead, especially with Lent upon us. And where better to 
look for your Lenten resolutions than to that which helps 
make for a good retreat?

Try, during Lent, to preserve a certain silence in your 
life. Give up, or at least seriously limit, use of those things 
which bring noise and agitation to your life: the cell 
phone, the video game, the earbuds, etc. Take the time to 
get away from the rush of activity and violent emotion by 
going for a walk in nature, quietly drawing or painting, or 
other similar activities. And try to keep your ear tuned to 
the voice of the Good Shepherd by doing a little spiritual 
reading each day, making a daily meditation, or visiting 
the Blessed Sacrament.

Let us do our best, all of us, to make these days of Lent 
a true preparation for Holy Week and a generous response 
to the goodness of the God Who loves us so much!

“The only important things are those that 
take place in the depths of the soul.”

— André Charlier

Rev. Fr. Gerard Beck
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College



Piercing cries of 
revolution rent the 

stillness of McCabe 
Theater when the St. 
Mary’s Academy girls’ 
drama club took the stage.  
After months of hard work 
and dramatic afternoons, 
Troupe d’Arc delighted 
their audience with a 
masterful production, 
while at the same time 
turning the spotlight on 
the truth spoken by St. 
Augustine:  “two loves have 
built two cities:  the love of 
self, even to the despising 

of God, the city of earth; 
the love of God, even to the 
despising of self, the city 
of God.”  The production 
was based on Charles 
Dickens’s novel, A Tale of 
Two Cities.  At first glance 
the two cities are London 
and Paris during the dark 
and gruesome days of the 
French Revolution; but 
as the drama unfolds, the 
two cities prove also to be 
the city of man’s revolution 
and sin and the city of 
God’s love.  

Most striking among 
the many scenes in the play 
were those in which mad 
revolutionaries bellowed 
their blood thirsty chants, 
while their more peaceful 
countrymen, seeking 
refuge on English shores, 
sing back of God’s love 
for men manifested by the 
Incarnation and the new 
life it brings.  Nevertheless, 
the revolutionaries’ cries 
for revenge, death, and 
destruction eventually 
drown out the song of 
the men of good will, and 
Charles Darnay is captured 
and sentenced to death in 
the very act of seeking to 
repair the ignoble deeds of 
his aristocratic family.

The grief of the 
innocent Darnay family 
cries to heaven for justice 
and finds an echo in the 
heart of Sydney Carton.  
Having wasted the better 

part of his life on drink and 
despairing of ever mending 
his ways, the dying embers 
of hope in Sydney’s heart 
are fanned into full blaze 
when confronted with the 
evil of others laid upon the 
innocent for expiation.  

He once again hopes, 
not in his own capability 
of reform, but in the mercy 
granted to those who truly 
love their fellow man.  
Led by hope to the height 
of love, Sydney trades 
places in the Bastille with 
Charles Darnay and meets 
the guillotine in Charles’s 
place.

A pale image of the 
Savior, Sydney expiates 
the punishment due to the 

sin of another and frees 
Charles from its curse. Like 
Our Savior whom society 
refused to accept, Sydney 
has been looked upon as 
worthless and knows that 
his sacrifice may be viewed 
in the same light.  He is 
motivated by the love he 
bears for others and the 
hope, however faint, that 
one day his sacrifice will 
be appreciated.  Thus, 
Sydney makes his sacrifice, 
abandoned and alone, but 
with the hope and love that 
lead to heroism.  Sydney’s 
silent deed, born of heroic 
love cries more loudly than 
the fury of the revolution 
and echoes down through 
the ages. 

Greater love than this no man hath:  
Troupe d’Arc presents A Tale of Two Cities 

Maria Belderok, SMA 2016

“It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it 
is a far, far better rest that I go to than I have ever known,” 
quoth Sidney Carton as he awaits his execution in Charles 
Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities.

The Troupe d’Arc’s theatrical 
rendition of of Dickens’s tale 
focused on the power of a 
sacrificial love to overcome 
the forces of rebellion and 
revenge. 



Student Achievements

The old man sat 
shivering by his 

fireplace.  He was quite 
alone in the world, so he 
sat in his loneliness and 
thought of all the days 
gone by, the good days, 
when all was jolly and fun 
and time meant nothing 
to him.  He leaned farther 
back in his chair as he gazed 
at the snow falling softly 
onto the trees outside, 
his vision blurred and the 
roaring of the fire faded 
away as his mind took him 
on a journey through the 
memories of his past.

He remembered a 
day when he was a child, 
about eleven years old, and 
full of life.  He had been 
given permission by his 
mother to go out into the 
snow, and since they lived 
in the country, outside 
was a winter wonderland. 
His mind clearly recalled 
the snow, so brilliant 
and white that it nearly 
blinded you, and the trees 
covered with it, looking 
like giant mountains with 
frosty white peaks.  The 
snowflakes falling silently 
to the ground settled 
gracefully into his hair and 
eyelashes, and the wind 
embraced him, as though 
welcoming him into her 
home.  He felt no cold, 
for even the vibrance of his 
youth alone was enough 
to heat him, and his heart 
beat quickly as he breathed 

the frozen air into his lungs 
and watched as his breath 
floated into the air like a 
small cloud.

Then he set about 
making snowmen and 
snow angels, as all boys 
do, and gathering up large 
piles of snow, only to jump 
into them to be enfolded 
in their white mantles.  He 
climbed trees and threw 
snowballs, and all the while 
rejoiced at one of nature’s 
best creations, the white, 
fluffy flakes surrounding 
him.

Time flew by as the 
young boy played in the 
snow that sparkled like 
thousands of diamonds, 
and soon his mother was 
calling him inside for 
supper.  The boy turned 
from the wonderful 
outdoors with sadness, but 
he knew that he would be 
able to come back again, 
and he was consoled by 
that thought.

The old man’s mind 
slowly wafted back to the 
present and a warm smile 
touched his lips. He looked 
down at his old, wrinkled 
hands, but joy filled his 
heart because he knew that 
his life had not always been 
sadness and sorrow.  He 
knew that he had much to 
be grateful for, and though 
his life was hard now, he 
thanked God for having 
lived at all.

A Life Worth Living
Madeleine Murphy, 8th Grade

The ninth grade girls modeled their low-fire clay carvings 
after the style of the Romanesque artists, whose works 
are found on columns and cathedrals throughout Europe.  
Dolores Murphy made an elephant; Cecelia Schwanbeck 
carved a griffin, and Theresa Thibeault depicted Jacques 
the Gallic rooster.



Time has taken its toll on the worn down and 
crumbling arch.  It has stood proudly for a good 

many years, representing the fallen heroes of the war, 
with strong winds testing its endurance, trying to make it 
finally succumb to being blown down or weathered away.  
The swirling colors from aimlessly blown leaves and grass 
now with their autumn tinges of red, orange, yellow, and 
brown blend in a melancholic form like the tomb of a 
slain warrior.  Solitary and unkept, seemingly forgotten —
only some withered flowers, a tattered flag, and some 
faded words carved in the stone remind us of the great 
deeds performed by the nation’s deceased soldiers—yet it 
still stands majestically, triumphantly.  

The Arch
Michael Thibeault, 8th Grade

It was on January 8, 1815, when Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor interceded for the people of New Orleans.  The 

women, mothers, wives, daughters, and sisters, gathered 
in the chapel of the Ursuline Sisters in New Orleans to 
pray before the image of Our Lady carrying her Son.  The 
women were weeping, they were scared because their 
fathers, husbands, sons, and brothers, who were only 
common men, farmers and fishermen, had to go and 
fight for their country.  The British army, proud of their 
previous victory, decided to fight with the people in the 
United States of America.  It was now January 7, and the 
women stayed up all night praying, while they heard the 
noises of the war outside.  During Mass on the morning 
of January 8, a man ran into the chapel announcing that 
they had won the battle.  General Jackson admitted that 
the victory had been on account of Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor, and that they could not have won without the 
prayers said and without the heavenly help of Our Lady.

Our Lady’s Victory
Marianne Harpe, 7th Grade

Math problems are a joy,
But you can’t treat them just like a toy.
Use the tools to make it grow,
It’s easy! (Now you know).

I like to use the square root sign,
To make my answer look just PRIME!
And when to polynomials you are asked to take
You’ll soon find equations fun to make.

Trinomial, binomial, monomial too,
Soon everything just starts to come to you.
And when your mind is just ‘bout blown
Just listen to Mr. Kneuper and “Leave the Base ALONE!!!”

A Poetic Mathematical Lesson
Catherine Dredger, 7th Grade

The second grade boys, under the direction of Mrs. Beatrice 
Maradona, learned how to illustrate shadows by darkening 
the opposite side of a light-source.  Blaise Linnebar drew the 
moon casting shadows in the snow and on the opposite side 
of the snowman.

In Religion class the sixth grade girls illustrated the journey 
of the Magi.  Bernadette Palmeri drew the three kings 
presenting their gifts to the Christ Child.



Portraits and Drawings by High School Students 

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre 
     by Mariel Archer, SMA 2016

The Suffering Christ 
     by Melanie Murphy, SMA 2016 

The Seminarian Lefebvre by
      by Anthony VanderPutten, SMA 2017

The Boy “Guess” 
     by Mary Jo Murphy, SMA 2016

The Boy with Broad Smile 
     by Joseph Goldade, SMA 2017

In the eighth grade boys’ art class, Mrs. Becky Quain asked the boys to find patterns and value in nature.  Paul Peterson found 
his unique patterns in a killer whale rising out of the water, and Patrick Harpe saw his in the face of an owl.



The News in More Than 1,000 Words

Congressman Tim Huelskamp nominated SMA 
senior Austin Childs for an appointment to the 
United States Naval Academy.  Austin, who was 
also awarded a four year Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps scholarship in the fall of 2015, will 
find out whether or not he is accepted to the Naval 
Academy later this semester.

Bishop Bernard Fellay, on December 17, 
2015, ordained Nicholas Stamos, SMA 
2008, to the diaconate at Holy Cross 
Seminary in Australia.

Stan Petersen, a mason, whose work with natural 
lime plaster has taken him around the world, 
came to the Academy in January to teach the 
maintenance crew how to make and use the same 
natural lime plaster used for centuries in Europe 
in the homes of the pope and of peasants.  This 
natural lime plaster covers the walls of the new 
refectory for the priests.

SMAC Events
Feb. 17-21 College Retreats/

Academy Break
Feb. 22-23 La Salette 

Competition
Feb. 25-26 KCAA Basketball 

Tournament
Mar. 8 Fourth Quarter 

Begins
Mar. 9 National Latin 

Exam
Mar. 10-11 Cair Paravel Fine 

Arts Festival
Mar. 15 Deadline: SMC 

Applications
Mar. 16 National 

Religion Exam
Mar. 22 Academy Day of 

Recollection
Mar. 23 - 
Apr. 4

Easter Break

Apr. 8, 9, 
and 10

College Drama: 
Murder in the 
Cathedral

Apr. 18 Fourth Quarter 
Deficiencies

Apr. 20 Drawing: Spring 
Fundraiser

Apr. 26 Fourth Quarter 
Open House

Fifth grader Evan Bryan, the 
champion, and fifth grader Philip 
Peters, the alternate, beat out 
fourteen other class-champions to 
compete at the 2016 Pottawatomie 
County Spelling Bee.  They were 
awarded Chambers Dictionary of 
Etymology.

Peter Ritzen, a world-class Flemish pianist, 
conductor, and composer, performed at 
St. Mary’s as part of his tour to raise funds 
for several Society schools. 



Music has always been 
an important part of 

culture and education.  To 
the ancient Greeks, music 
was a sacred gift from the 
gods, echoing the order of 
the universe.  Throughout 
Christian history, 
music has played an 
important role not 
only in education, 
but also in the liturgy 
as the Saints tell us, 
from St. Augustine, 
who said that to sing 
is to pray twice, to 
St. Pius X and his 
famous writings on 
the importance of 
Gregorian chant.  
Yet all music has a 
tremendous impact 
on the soul: it is 
interesting to watch 
a group of boys, worn out 
from a pilgrimage march, 
renew their strength and 
forget their pains while 
singing a simple tune 
around a campfire.

As the result of the 
music program at St. Mary’s 
Academy, students unite 

with the parish in enjoying 
the semester concerts, and 
also assisting the sacred 
liturgy.  Dr. Andrew Childs, 
Music Department Head 
at the Academy, describes 
the curriculum: “St. 

Mary’s Academy teaches 
music to every student, 
every year.  In the earliest 
grades—K-5—students 
start to gain literacy by 
singing simple folk songs.  
In middle school—grades 
6-8—students work with 
musical instruments, 

learning the basics of 
recorder, guitar, and 
piano.  In the High School, 
students not only sing but 
compete as members of the 
polyphonic choirs.”   

Just as great music 

can restore peace and 
tranquility of soul, however, 
bad music can create chaos 
and rebellion.  Students 
must learn to distinguish 
good music from bad.  Dr. 
Childs adds, “Throughout 
their entire academic career, 
we expose students to 

Music: Food for the Soul
Benedict Lillis, SMA 2017

musical masterworks: given 
the powerful intellectual 
and moral influence music 
has, we want to encourage 
students to make positive 
listening and performance 
choices after they leave 

school.  It’s truly an 
education we want to 
last a lifetime.”   

St. Mary’s is 
committed to providing 
students with a truly 
Catholic education, and 
music is an important 
part of this.  Whether 
singing folk songs in 
elementary school, 
playing an instrument in 
middle school, singing 
a magnificent choral 
piece in high school, 
or assisting at Mass by 
singing chant or hymns, 

music touches the lives of 
all.  As Plato says, “It gives 
soul to the universe, wings 
to the mind, flight to the 
imagination, and charm 
and gaiety to life and to 
everything.”  By learning to 
appreciate great music, we 
become better people.

St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc. 
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu


