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“God’s Grandchild” at St. Mary’s Academy
Therese Kaiser, SMA 2017

A

Illumination by Lucy Harpe, 6th Grade

ccording to Dante,
''art may be said to be
God's grandchild" (Inferno,
Canto XI:105), for it is an
attempt on man's part to
imitate and participate in
the work of creation.
By practicing the fine
arts at the Academy, students
develop the favorable habit
of observing the what,
whys, and hows of nature,
learning "to take a fresh
look at the visible reality"
in the world surrounding
them (Josef Pieper, Only
the Lover Sings 35-36).

Acquiring this ability, they
not only become capable of
making a portrait resemble
an actual person, but also
gain a "more intimate
achievement: a deeper
more receptive vision,...
a sharper and more
discerning understanding,
... [and] an eye for things
previously
overlooked"
(Pieper). This heightened
perception complements
and enhances the students'
understanding of themes,
concepts, and ideas they
may find in other courses

such as science, history,
religion,
Latin,
and
literature.
Patience and perceptiveness
are
necessary
for art students to
analyze fine details while
simultaneously envisioning
the final picture, so that the
in-between stages of an art
project are not abandoned
in frustration and despair
with nothing to show
for their hours of hard
work but an unfinished
sketch. Timed exercises,
such as blind contours and
sketching without picking
up the pencil, force students
to practice visualizing the
creative process, cultivating
a logical way of thinking

that is similar to, yet more
subtle than, formulating a
geometric proof or using
the scientific method.
Art infuses life and
beauty into the disciplines
of observation and logic.
Moreover, art by its very
nature invites students
to contemplate beauty in
which “it is truly possible for
[God] to reveal Himself ”
(Pieper, An Anthology
146-147). In this way
the fine arts contribute to
the formation of Catholic
souls, cultivating “a more
intense awareness” of His
presence as “a living force
in our lives” (Pieper, Only
the Lover Sings 36).

Therese Kaiser, one of the 15 Academy students participating
in the on-site drawing competition at Cair Paravel’s Fine Arts
Festival, worked with nothing but a pad, a brush, and a stone in
a limited amount of time to sketch the likeness of each object.

Words from the Rector

C

overing the Mass circuit to Green Bay, Wisconsin, this
past weekend, I was blessed to visit the nearby shrine
of Our Lady of Good Help—site of the only approved
apparition of the Blessed Virgin in the United States.
Our Lady appeared there to a young Belgian immigrant
woman Adele Brise in October 1859. She warned Adele
that unless souls be converted they would be punished
by God. She asked Adele to pray for the conversion
of sinners and also to teach the faith to the children of
the region. Adele did as the Virgin requested, and, as a
Third Order Franciscan Sister, eventually founded a small
boarding school on the site, which witnessed a miraculous
intervention from Heaven that is well worth reflecting
upon.
The Midwest was ravaged by drought in the year 1871,
and a thriving lumber industry left piles of dry brush all
over great stretches of land in Illinois and Wisconsin,
effectively turning the region into a vast tinderbox ready
to explode into flame. On October 8, 1871, the Great
Chicago Fire destroyed four square miles of the city and
took the lives of 250 people. The same storm system
that fueled that fire spawned the Peshtigo Fire: a series
of blazes, firestorms, and fire tornados that soon raged
across the entire Wisconsin peninsula. After weeks with
absolutely no rain, the fires were impossible to contain,
and vast acres of land and homes, even whole towns, went
up in flame.
The inhabitants of the region fled before what became
a terrifying inferno, likened by a survivor to a blizzard of
coals and sparks driven by a horrific wind. The Sisters at
the shrine site, however, refused to abandon it. Others
took refuge with them on the six-acre plot, which soon
was surrounded by fire on all sides. When the wind and
fire exposed them to suffocation, they turned in another
direction, desperate in their helplessness but unwavering
in their hope. Processing on their knees with a statue of
the Blessed Virgin before them and rosaries in their hands,
they cried out to their heavenly Mother for protection.
Our Lady heard their prayers. Rain began to fall
heavily. The fires died down and eventually were
extinguished altogether. Over 2,400 square miles of land
had been destroyed, and 1,500 to 2,500 people had lost
their lives. The entire region was a blackened ruin... all,
that is, but the six acres of land consecrated to the Virgin

On October 9, 1859, Our Lady gave the young Adele
Brise her mission: “Gather the children in this wild
country and teach them what they should know of
salvation....Teach them their catechism, how to sign
themselves with the sign of the Cross, and how to
approach the sacraments; that is what I wish you to do.
Go and fear nothing. I will help you.” (This picture of
Adele Brise is used with permission from The Shrine of
Our Lady of Good Help.)

Mary, “an emerald island amid a sea of ashes,” proof of
Heaven’s care and the power of Our Lady’s rosary.
Thinking of the destructive fires of revolution that
threaten to destroy God’s work in our world today, and of
our desperate need for Our Lady’s protective intercession,
I was greatly moved as I visited her shrine in Wisconsin.
It was only later, however, that I learned the actual name
of the little school that was so strikingly preserved from
destruction there in 1871—St. Mary’s Academy.

Rev. Fr. Gerard Beck
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

Reflections on the Need and Purpose of Government
Austin Childs, SMA 2016

S

tanding inside on the
ground floor of the
Kansas Capitol building,
I looked up and saw levels
and levels. I immediately
felt uncomfortable; “We
aren’t really going up
there to the top, are we?”
I asked a classmate. Our
field trip was to end at the
top of the second highest
capitol building in the
entire nation, so I braced
myself for the heights. The
first level of the building’s
“high” levels quickly ended
my tour-yes, that means I
didn’t get to join the Kansa
warrior with his bow in his
dizzying stance, a little too
close to the astra for me.
My unexpected acrophobia allowed me a few
moments to consider the
real purpose of our visit:

to better understand our
responsibilities as citizens,
which brought to mind
Christ’s words to “render
to Caesar what is Caesar’s
and to God the things
that are God’s.” In order
“to restore all things in
Christ,” each individual
must follow this somewhat
mysterious and challenging
command. Pope Leo XIII,
in his encyclical Sapientiae
Christianae, gives guidance
regarding this order. A
Catholic needs government
of Church and state in order
to climb to his final goal
of Heaven; for “from the
tranquility of public order,
which is the immediate
purpose of civil society,
man expects to derive
his well-being, and still
more the sheltering care

necessary to his moral life,
which consists exclusively
in the knowledge and
practice of virtue.” Both
authorities are connected,
for “all power comes from
above.” A human is guided
by both spiritual and
political leaders to achieve
his final end, happiness;
for these authorities, when
acting in accordance with
right principles, maintain
order in society so that
individuals are free to act
according to reason and
good conscience.
St. Mary’s Academy
helps
its
students
to
understand
their
responsibilities regarding
the Church and the
state: how properly to
obey both “Caesar” and
God. Thirteen years of

religion classes are part of
an integrated curriculum
that presents, for example,
Church and secular history
as part of the single story of
God’s Providence. In the
senior year, in particular,
students consider man as
man in philosophy while
simultaneously studying
U.S. Government—man in
society—as part of History
class.
The senior year,
therefore, prepares students
to enter into the world
(perhaps even participating
in government) according
to Christ’s command.
So my moments of
solitude gazing up into
the dome (rather than
down from it) turned out
to be time well spent in
reflection.

Fr. Rutledge, Principal of the Boys’ School, surrounded by the seniors, sits at the governor’s signing desk at the Kansas capitol.

Student Achievements

A

Alex Madrid, SMA 2016

lice and Sophie rode along on their
horses, talking and laughing as they went.
Spring was here, and they had decided to go
explore the woods and see what they could
find. The sun shone high through the trees
and onto the girls’ backs as they trotted over
the well-worn path. It was so beautiful-the
blossoming trees, the blooming flowers-that
the girls stopped talking to take it all in.
Suddenly something in the bushes rustled,
and Crystal, Sophie’s horse who was very
skittish, in her fear shot off into the woods!
Flame, who was Alice’s horse and Crystal’s
friend, dashed after her.
Sophie and Alice screamed as they charged
blindly into the green, which didn’t help at all
in calming the horses. Suddenly the horses
stopped abruptly, and Sophie was flung from
the saddle. Alice rushed to help her up.
Sophie sat up dazed and looked about
her. Around her was a clearing, hidden from
all the world and untouched by humans. It
was shaded over with trees; in the center there
was a clear blue pool and all about were wild
flowers, making it seem almost magical.
Alice felt the same way, too, for never had
she seen something so beautiful!
Alice and Sophie stayed there all day
marveling, but when darkness started to creep
in, they had to go home. On the way back
Sophie wondered: how is it that you set out to
find an adventure, but the adventure seems to
find you?
Maria Landolfi, 5th Grade

M

y mother's face is so beautiful because of
the way she looks at me. Her laugh, her
eyes, and her smile seem to be always calling "I
love you." The calling never stops. She does not
need make-up to look beautiful. Her face has a
bright, gentle glow, and she is always smiling.
Her eyes wander about, looking, searching, and
discovering new things. My mom's cheeks are
rosy red. I think her face is beautiful because
she is my mom.
Adrianna Rada, 5th Grade

Roxanna Basler, 3rd Grade

T

he title of the book Men of Iron implies that it is about
men with the will to do all for God and Church,
men who are bound by honor and shun cowardice. The
main character, Myles, starts out as a bold, impudent
lad who has talent but fails to use it properly. Myles is
inclined to end arguments with a fist instead of words.
After a time, he begins to mature, to think before acting.
It is only then when he is taken aside to begin training for
knighthood. As a knight, Myles proves himself through
bravery, unselfishness, the will to do things for the good
of all, and molding his actions to follow his thinking.
The book Men of Iron revolves around one word,
truth. Men of iron are truthful, living according to the
law of God and to that of chivalry.
Lawrence Hatty, 7th Grade

T

he cabin was standing on the mountain. It stood
there with the sun behind it and the bright rays
gleamed on the windows. The wind lightly pushed the
branches of a redwood tree making it look like it was
dancing. All the trees looked like dancers, dancing with
their partners. A pond gleamed and the fish leaped
gracefully around, splashing the water so that for a
second a rainbow appeared and sparkled. Deer and
bunnies leaped around looking for food and the birds
joined one another in a song. There were wild roses and
buttercups that looked beautiful and smelled like they
were holding all of their fresh scent in and then letting
it go into the air, making a smell fresh and perfect. If I
could live anywhere I would want to live there with all
of the beautiful creatures and plants!
Dominic Pflum, 3rd Grade

S

Anthony Serafin, 8th Grade

igns of spring are everywhere. The sun is high,
brightly shining on earth. The bears, skunks, raccoons
and many animals are springing up from hibernation.
The birds are coming back from far away. The buds
are sprouting beautiful flowers, roses, and daisies. I see
many things hopping and prancing around, like deer and
bunnies. The grass grows high above the fences, swaying
back and forth. It feels good to be outside and feel the
breezes in my face. The robins chirp from high places, "It
is spring. It is spring." I enjoy the spring.
Abigail Murphy, 2nd Grade

A New Testament map of Palestine created by the fourth grade girls stretches nearly seven feet along the east wall of Mrs.
Diana Waliser’s classroom. On the map are marked out many historical sites visited by Christ to the various villages, cities,
and other locations within the Middle East, from Egypt to Lebanon, from the Mediterranean to Syria and Jordan.

The News in More Than 1,000 Words

On January 29 the first grade girls of Mrs.
Gail O’Leary made their own sunflowers
to celebrate the 155th birthday of the
Sunflower State.

Kansas Governor Sam Brownback briefly visited the Academy on February 5
only minutes before the end of the day. He was in time to hear the 9th and 10th
grade girls’ choir perform. Afterwards, Fr. Beck presented the Governor with a
painting of Rembrandt’s “Storm on the Sea of Galilee.”

During Passion Week, Fr. Elias, OSB, began the
Parish Mission for the year. Halfway through the
week, Father left to go to the deathbed of his own
father Craig Campbell, who died on Good Friday,
March 25, the 25th anniversary of Archbishop
Levebvre’s death.

Cyprian Kramer as Faust and Jon Syren as Mephistopheles enact a scene
from Dorothy Sayers’s play The Devil to Pay at the Cair Paravel Fine Arts
Festival on March 11. Over the two days of the festival, Academy students
from the 5th to the 12th grades performed instrumental pieces, choral
works, speeches, poems, plays, and submitted paintings, sketches, and
other artworks. These students returned to the Academy having won 40
superior (I) ratings, 39 excellent (II) ratings, and 12 average (III) ratings.

With the arrival of spring, classes visit the Academy farm to see
little lambs, baby goats, calves, and baby chicks.

The boys of St. Mary’s played hosts to the boys of La
Salette. On February 23 the two boys’ schools joined
forces for meals, for camaraderie, for a game of trivia,
and two friendly but competitive games of basketball.
In both games the La Salette Lions scraped by the
Crusaders for a very close victory.

The 8th grade girls made their own puppets to perform Pinocchio
and an original Punch and Judy show for the 1st grade boys, and
Cinderella and Cyrano de Bergerac for the 1st grade girls.

The 2nd grade girls observe a Monarch butterfly after it has
emerged from its chrysalis.

The senior boys on March 17 toured the Kansas capitol
in a joint mission with their history and philosophy
classes. It gave at least one student Thomas Klaske
a chance to feel what it’s like to sit in the governor’s
seat.

St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc.
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu

The Man with the Plan: P.M. Bill Drew
Thomas Treacy, SMA 2017

M

any parents and
students probably
have noticed a new face
among the ranks of the
St. Mary’s Academy and
College Staff. The new
arrival is Mr. Bill Drew
from a small town near
Green Bay, Wisconsin,
who joined the SMAC
staff in August 2015 as
its first corporate Project
Manager. Born and raised
on a dairy farm, Mr. Drew
is no stranger to hard work.
His professional experience
in construction, excavation
contracting, and real estate
development will prove

invaluable in his new
position here.
A project manager
“ties
resources
to
requirements, establishes
timelines, and optimizes
the
output,”
which
according to Mr. Drew
means careful planning
with the big picture and
long-term goals in mind,
and direct supervision at
every stage of each project
to ensure maximum
efficiency and quality in
production. For Project
Manager Mr. Bill Drew
the bottom line is “to make
sure things are planned
properly and done right.”
On a campus with
historic buildings in urgent
need of renovation to meet
the needs of both academic
communities as well as
the rapidly growing parish
of over 3000 members,
Mr. Drew has plenty of
challenging work to do. He
has already demonstrated
his capability with his first
major project renovating
the parking lot and

organizing the flow of traffic
in and around the campus
to eliminate congestion
and ensure pedestrian
safety. Currently he is
planning the construction
of classrooms in McCabe
with the proceeds from the
annual spring fundraiser,
and reviewing the plans
for the new Immaculata
church.
In all that he does,
Mr. Drew must think not
only of the immediate
need but of how every new
project fits into the broader
“Master Plan” for the
campus that will map the
course for St. Mary’s not
for months or years, but
for decades. Undaunted
by the challenges ahead,
Project Manager Bill Drew
explains “I have a great love
for Catholic education. I
feel greatly blessed to have
been given the opportunity
to be a part of St. Mary’s,
and I plan to stay and make
a positive impact for the
long run.”

SMAC Events
May 1

First
Communion

May 14

Boys’ Drama:
The Devil to Pay

May 17

6th-8th Music
Program

May 18

Fundraiser Prize
Rally

May 19-20

Final Exams

May 20

K-5th Music
Program

May 21

College
Graduations

May 21-22, Boys’ Drama:
26
The Devil to Pay
May 27

High School
Music Program

May 28

Academy
Graduations

June 6-11

Women’s Retreat

June 20July 15

Summer
Remediation:
First Session

June 26July 16

Fr. Bourbeau’s
Summer Camp

June 27July 1

Eucharistic
Crusade Camp

July 5-9

Men’s Retreat

July 31Aug. 10

Camp Stella
Maris

Aug. 1-19

Summer
Remediation:
Second Session

Aug. 31

New Student
Orientation

