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Summer-Time for Teacher Training
Marie Melechinsky, SMA 2007, SMC 2013

E

very summer dozens
of teachers from all
over the country come to
St. Mary’s Academy and
College campus for a week
or two in the summer
for the Catholic Teacher
Seminar, or CTS. Despite
the summer heat, St.
Mary’s is an ideal location
for the seminar because it is
a centrally located campus
with all the necessary
facilities, and several of the
instructors and participants
live in St. Marys and teach
at the Academy. Teacher
formation had been for
many years part of St.
Mary’s College broader
mission of higher Catholic
education; the CTS is a
continuation of that vital
teacher training component
within the U.S. District
Education Department’s
comprehensive vision.
A two-part training
course for teachers in the
schools of the U.S. district
of the Society of Saint Pius
X, the CTS is mandatory
for all new teachers.
The general methods
course covers discipline,
class preparation, and
presentation
techniques
that can be applied in

almost any class. The
demonstration
course
shows these methods in use
and how to adapt and apply
them to different grade
levels. The conferences
on the philosophy of
education and effective
teaching methods, as well as

a spirit of unity and
professional camaraderie
among
the
faculty
members of all district
schools. The philosophy
of
education
classes,
which define the goal of
education and the way
each subject contributes

own enthusiasm for what
he teaches.
Camaraderie is also
encouraged by social events.
Relaxing together after
a full day of conferences
with cold drinks and
friendly card games, the
teachers can get to know
one another, compare
notes, and share ideas. In
2015 participants were
invited to enjoy a six course
meal that was cooked and
served by the CTS staff
and Acies, the St. Mary’s
young adults’ group. This
dinner, inspired by the
story Babette’s Feast, also
exemplified a cultural social
event, integrating literature
and life. “It was an
enlightening experience,”
said one teacher. “Before
the seminar I hadn’t really
Fr. John McFarland, Principal of the Girls’ School, presented
understood the important
models of teaching in the liturgy, by which the Church
teaches the Faith in the words and rhetorical structure of
role and responsibilities
the prayers and rites.
of the Catholic teacher.
subject specific sessions on to the formation of souls I really liked how there
the language arts program, for the glory of God, were teachers from all
and other curricula such unite educators in spirit over with whom we could
as religion, history, math, and vision. Teachers are easily connect and share
and science are also open to encouraged to recognize ideas. I was also greatly
experienced teachers.
their students as “capax impressed with the classes
In
addition
to Dei,” capable of receiving that explained the necessity
professional development, the divine; so the educator’s of the Catholic liturgy to
the
CTS
provides true goal is to nurture this give life and meaning to
opportunities to build receptivity to truth by his our teaching.”

Words from the Rector
“What hast thou that thou hast not received?”
— I Cor. 4:7

T

hese words of St. Paul remind us of our essential
dependence upon God, a dependence that is radical
and complete. Yet this question of St. Paul also points us
to another fundamental truth: we have indeed received
from God, Our Father. We have received not only our
existence and our natural life, but also the life of grace,
transforming us into sons of God by adoption. And with
this life of grace, how many inspirations have we also
received, exceptional moments when we catch a glimpse
of God’s Providence working silently, peacefully, and
surely!
When we are face to face with the reality of what we
have received, we begin to realize our true vocation. How
can we, who have received so much, allow ourselves to fall
into mediocrity? How can we live a life of compromise
with the maxims of the world? How can we hold ourselves
to the same standard as those who know not God, Our
Father?
The reality of what we have received shows us clearly
that God is calling us to greatness, to nobility. What is
nobility? It is a consecration, a gift of ourselves to a reality
that surpasses us and upon which we depend.
What have we received? Everything. From whom?
From God, Our Father. It follows that our consecration,
our gift of self, must likewise be radical and complete.
There is no aspect of our lives that can remain untouched
by sacredness. Everything must be dedicated to Him
from Whom we have received and “in Whom we live,
and move, and have our being.”
It is Christ Who shows us this nobility incarnated in
all the complexities and trials of a human life. “I seek not
my own glory; I honor my Father,” He tells the scribes and
Pharisees. The soul who is consecrated, who understands
what it means to receive from this best of Fathers, has

Fr. Gerard Beck, after four years as Rector of St.
Mary’s Academy and College, has been called back
to the District House to focus more specifically
on the tasks of being the First Assistant to the
District Superior and being Superintendent of
Schools for the U. S. District.

only one desire: to return all to God. Such a one is so
given to Him that, like Christ, he is no longer defined
except by this relationship of being a son of God.
This is our nobility, and this is our greatness, “that we
should be called and should be the sons of God.” May
Our Lady help us to live up to this lofty calling!

Rev. Fr. Gerard Beck
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

Serving Christ in Secular Careers
Robert Clancy, SMA 2017

finally arrived.
Career Day
began following
a breakfast and
an introductory
address given
by Mr. Adam
Taylor, Director
of the parish
League of St.
Joseph, in which
he
explained
that a career is
more than just
a job; rather, it
is a vocation—a
“calling” and
a journey that
should
lead
each soul to
the
rewards
of
glorifying
God by using
the talents He
Mr. Shaun O’Leary spoke to the boys
given to
about engineering, the qualifications for has
the vocation, and his own journey to his each soul.
He
profession.
impressed upon
ne morning this us the fact that the choices
past spring, the 10th we make now and in the
and 11th grade boys were near future could have
elated at morning line-up lifelong
consequences.
by the news that Career The general attitude of the
Day had been scheduled attendees suddenly began
for us.
Our euphoria, to change as we realized
I must admit, probably that Mr. Taylor and the
had more to do with the other volunteers present
prospect of a day off from were
here
sacrificing
classwork than anything their free time to help us
else. Much to our dismay, prepare for something very
the event was scheduled to important—our futures.
take place on one of our For the rest of the day,
precious Saturdays; so our most of the boys became
initial euphoria rapidly intent upon seizing this
diminished, and the days great opportunity that the
leading up to the event Academy had provided.
were rather gloomy until
Following Mr. Taylor’s
that fateful spring morning introduction,
engineers,

O

artists, craftsmen, and other volunteers and went home
professionals in various with a newfound interest in
fields offered conferences the future.
about their work.
The
Career Day that had
day's
schedule
was been dreaded by many of
prepared for each student us as a Saturday at school,
based on a survey we had was actually invaluable—a
taken earlier in the week, day well spent thinking
so that each student could about our vocations. The
attend the conferences that day truly helped every
best matched his interests student, not necessarily
and talents. The talks were by confirming a career for
very informative covering each, but by defining what
a range of topics including to look for in a career. We
the particular requirements cannot thank enough Mrs.
needed to enter the Jill Varnado, Fr. Patrick
profession, the pros and Rutledge, and Mr. Adam
cons of each career, as well Taylor for organizing the
as personal considerations event as well as all the
such as financial goals and volunteers who offered
compatibility of the work their experiences and
with one’s personality. We insights for our good.
learned, for example, that
an
engineer
should
have
a very logical
mind and not
despise working
out
math
problems.
Many of the
speakers gave
examples from
their own paths
to discovering a
career and took
time to answer
the
(mostly)
thoughtful
questions
of
the students.
After attending
four different
conferences in Mr. Joseph Carroll, SMA 2007, explained how
three hours, the he continued his education after the Academy
boys shook the and worked towards developing his own
Only four years after graduation he
hands of the business.
launched his own visual media company Visual
Contrast.

Student Achievements

Michael Schwed, 8th Grade

Rebecca Landolfi, SMA 2018

Angelo Gayner, 6th Grade

Therese Kaiser, SMA 2017

Victoria Hill, SMA 2019

Genevieve Archer, SMA 2018

The fifth grade boys created Ukrainian Pysanky, decorative Easter eggshells. The boys hollowed out eggs and followed the traditional process
of coating the eggs with wax and dye. Then they heated the eggs in an
oven, which removed the wax but left the color, leaving the eggs brightly
decorated.

Anne Jacenko, SMA 2016

Robert Awerkamp, 2nd Grade

The News in More Than 1,000 Words

Fifty-two students were named Crusader Elite as each student raised over $400 in the spring fundraiser. At the fundraiser rally
on May 18, the students were honored with plaques of this year’s Academy’s holy card to commemorate their achievements
in assisting to raise $591,810. The students in the Crusader Elite brought in a total of $137,580. Frs. McFarland and
Rutledge, in a friendly but highly competitive race, raised a total of $30,110.

The Academy boys’ drama class presented an adaptation
of Dorothy Sayer’s Faust-tale, The Devil to Pay.

Students of St. Mary’s College performed T. S. Eliot’s
Murder in the Cathedral in the spring.

In the last week of the school year, students flood out of Coppens onto
the Quad for the annual Kapaun Classic, a baseball game between the fifth
and sixth grades. The fifth grade claimed the first victory at the inaugural
game in 2012, then lost for three years straight. This year the 2016 fifth
graders barely but safely slid by with a score of 10 to 9.

On April 8, the high school girls traveled
down to southern Kansas to visit Wichita’s
Botanical Gardens and rustic Cowtown.
They walked among flowers in one place
and rode the stage in the other.

The end of the year project for the eight grade girls’ language arts class
was a production of William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Austin Childs, SMA 2016, was inducted into
the United States Coast Guard Academy on
June 27, just 30 days after his graduation
from the Academy.

During the annual trip to the Tardiff home, the second grade girls not only
saw live goldfish, ducks, chicks, and other animals, but also saw a real
taxidermized fox.

St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc.
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu

The Hidden Keeper of the Flame
Julia Goulart, SMA 2018

A

ll Catholics are
called to participate
in a crusade, one waged
against the enemies of the
soul. A man’s vocation
calls him out into the
world, to the frontline,
so to speak, where he
defends his Faith directly
in the face of impending
evil. Where then is the
woman’s place in the
crusade? Contrary to the
proclamation of modern
culture, her place is not
on the frontline, but
in the home-the refuge,
either secular or religiouswhere she can devote
herself wholeheartedly to
the crusading effort. For
the crusade is not so much
a conquest by the sword
as it is a work of love; it
is a total devotion to the
life-giving truths of the
Church, and the ardent
desire to bring the Faith to
all souls. Thus, the vocation
of a woman is the spirit of
the crusade itself.
Throughout
history,
when the fire of the

During the Probatio, the annual initial challenge for the Girls’
School Houses, SMA’s young women practice the essential and
hidden work of feminine charity at the local nursing home.

crusading spirit has been
nearly extinguished, a
woman has re-kindled it. In
the late fifteenth century, for
example, the weary Spanish
soldiers of the Reconquista
were inspired to victory
by St. Isabela of Castile;
though she never led them
as their commander. As
an exemplary queen and
mother, she represented
virtue and integrity worth
defending. St. Thérèse
of Lisieux earned the

title “patron saint of
missionaries,” of spiritual
crusaders, without ever
leaving her home, the
Carmelite convent. Both of
these women “set the world
afire,” in the words of St.
Catherine. The fire that
these women enkindled
on earth was not the fire of
ravaging war; rather, it was
the fire that burns in the
hearth of a happy home, or
in front of the tabernaclethe fire that symbolizes life,

compassion, and selfless
mercy. So ardent is this
flame, so constant and
peaceful its emanation,
that poor lost souls
are drawn to its quiet
inspiration, and crusader
hearts are set afire.
Though her influence
is
far-reaching,
the
woman, imitating her
King who dwells in the
tabernacle, makes her
greatest acts of heroism,
her
most
beautiful
sacrifices hidden from
the world. Surrender to the
hiddenness of her vocation
is not easy, for “A woman
must pierce her own heart
to reach a human life”
(Nathaniel
Hawthorne,
The Marble Faun). She
relinquishes her own claim
to glory as the world gives,
for the glory of God. She
maintains the flame, this
crusader’s spirit, in her
own soul with hope and
confidence in her King
in the tabernacle Who
whispers, “have confidence,
I have overcome the world.”

