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Former Student Named Principal of the Boys’ School
his life here and is
only just returning
after
thirteen
years away! Some
obvious differences
are the greater
number of priests
on campus, their
greater involvement
in the daily life
of the school,
and, for better or
worse, their greater
average
youth!
More prominent,
too, is the emphasis
on organizational
methods. Much
has been achieved
over
the
last
decade, but the
Fr. Joseph Wood graduated
principal
developments are
from St. Mary’s Academy in
2001 and the College in 2003 beneath the surface; it will
before he entered St. Thomas be fascinating to discover
Aquinas Seminary. Fr. Wood,
them as the year progresses.
following his ordination in
2009, served the SSPX as a If an earlier day, symbolized
professor at the seminary perhaps by the spring, gave
until his transfer to his Alma
promise of the fruits to
Mater.
come, there is little doubt
that today is the season for
CRUSADER: Since your reaping and gathering and
time here as an academy sowing again for the future.
student and then as a
college student, how has CRUSADER: How has
St. Mary’s developed?
being a professor at the
seminary prepared you
Fr. Wood: That’s a difficult for your work at St. Mary’s
question to answer for one Academy and College?
who spent the springtime of

Fr. Wood: 
Classroom
work apart, the experience
of a seminary professor is
no doubt much different
from that of a high-school
principal and teacher.
However, the seminary
receives many candidates
from the District schools,
and most of my classes
included them, so there
was an opportunity to see
the formation given in the
schools. Fr. le Roux was also
good enough to send me
to Fr. Reginald Foster for
continued Latin formation,
which will certainly help
here in teaching Latin.

CRUSADER: What spirit
do you want to foster
among the students of the
Boys’ School? How do
you plan to cultivate such
a spirit?
Fr. Wood: Th
 e boys must
come to know that union
with Christ is everything
and everything else is
nothing. Christ himself
established
preaching
and the sacraments as
the indefectible means to
achieve that spirit.

CRUSADER: What other
objectives do you have for
the Boys’ School? How
CRUSADER: What work do you hope to achieve
or author has significantly these objectives?
influenced you? How has
it been an influence?
Fr. Wood: 
In addition
to the Church’s forming
Fr. Wood: Dom Chautard’s Christ in the boys, the
The Soul of the Apostolate curriculum will prepare
opened my eyes to the reality them for doing His work
that the fruits expected of in the world upon leaving
the priest are supernatural, school, whatever that may
and the means to achieve be in each individual’s case.
them must therefore be I feel that, in order to attain
also supernatural. With these ends, I need only do
the grace of God, that is what the Church ordained
a lesson that will remain me to do and what the
influential throughout this school asks me to do.
work of forming Christ in
the youth.

Words from the Rector
Dear Friends and Benefactors,
At the start of another school year we might ask: Is St.
Mary’s worth the effort? Or, to put it another way: Are
we achieving our goals at the Academy and the College?
To answer this question we must look at the fruits of St.
Mary’s, for “by their fruits you shall know them.”
It is beyond the scope of this letter to enumerate all the
fruits of St. Mary’s, beginning with the many graduates
who have consecrated themselves to the religious life both
in the U.S. and in the growing number of foreign missions
abroad. For in addition to religious vocations, another
indication of the success of our work is the gratitude of
our alumni and their desire to give back to their Alma
Mater. This is a tangible proof of a belief in and love for
what she is doing.
This year, Fr. Wood, who himself was nourished here
at St. Mary’s, will take up his new assignment as Principal
of the Boys’ School, gladly answering the call of his
superior. There are likewise many others who have chosen
to come back and put their talents at the disposition of
this institution of education. In addition to some very
experienced teachers, ten new teachers and aids will give
back to their Alma Mater and prepare the next generation
of Crusaders.
Another beautiful indication of the fruits of St. Mary’s

is the consistent growth, especially in the Academy.
We have had to use the summer months once again to
expand our campus. Four new classrooms on the boys’
campus have allowed the 1st and 2nd grade boys to join
their fellows down the hill. This in turn has given us the
classroom space to split 6th grade into four sections, two
for boys and two for girls.
McCabe Theatre has likewise received a welcome
remodeling, with new stanchions, a renovation of the
woodwork, and the installation of central air. Our
thespians will have to work much harder with their
audience in such comfortable chairs!
Finally, the Class of 2012 has generously replaced
the damaged statues which stand at the entrance to
the quadrangle near the Auditorium. The new granite
crusaders stand proudly to meet all who enter the
campus. Indeed, that is the stuff of which Crusaders are
made! I would like to thank the alumni who contributed
for having such a sense of ownership of their campus. I
would also like to thank those benefactors and workers
who made possible all of these crucial projects.
Fruits do not grow in one day, and so I would also like
to use this letter to publicly thank Fr. Beck and all those
who collaborated with him for the past four years. Much
has been accomplished, and so much
more awaits us.
Yes, we are achieving the end for
which St. Mary’s was created, and
we pray that with God’s grace and an
indomitable spirit to overcome any
difficulties, we will continue to do so
during this next year, which is specially
dedicated to Our Lady. May the words
of St. Maximilian Kolbe, printed on
this year’s holy card, echo frequently in
our hearts: I see Mary everywhere; I see
difficulties nowhere.
In the Kingly Heart of Jesus,

The 2016-2017 Academy holy card was taken from Ambrogio Bergognone’s
Assumption of the Virgin commemorating her eternal reward for her
great sacrifice and obedience.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

The Daily Challenges of a Missionary
Fr. David Thomas, SMA 1998

“G

oing
therefore,
teach
ye
all
nations.” These words of
our Lord have inspired
countless souls throughout
every age of the Church to
venture out into the pagan
world, unenlightened by
the Gospel and grace of
this same Lord and Master.
The lives of the great
missionaries inspire every
young man, and I was no
exception. I was delighted
when I heard my first
assignment would be South
Africa. I knew very little of
the apostolate of the Society
in that nation, but even the
element of the unknown
added to the excitement.
My transition was eased
by my friendship with a
retired missionary priest
at Marianhill Monastery
who shared with me his
experiences, which proved
to be invaluable in my own
missionary labors.
My
enthusiasm, however, was
soon met by the realities of
the apostolate in a foreign
land.
The first thing a new
priest in the missions must
do is adapt to the local way
of life. Daily existence in
Africa was very different
from what I had left
behind. The things that we
take for granted are luxuries
there. Houses are typically

surrounded by ten-foot
concrete walls topped with
razor wire. The windows
are barred and watch dogs
are necessary to deter
intruders. In my seven years
in Africa, I never suffered
violence myself, but my
confreres were robbed at
knife point, hijacked at gun
point, and a priest-friend
of the Society was brutally
murdered in his home in
broad daylight—not to
mention the sufferings
of our faithful. You can
imagine how difficult it is
to organize school outings,
camps, and pilgrimages in
such an environment.

Another challenge a
priest faces in the missions
is a certain isolation. We
always looked forward to
our annual retreat, not only
for the spiritual benefits
but also to enjoy some
all-too-infrequent priestly
camaraderie with the few
fellow Society priests in
South Africa and Zimbabwe.
In Europe and here in the
U.S. our priories have a
larger number of priests, and
there are always confreres
visiting while on vacation.
We certainly can attest to the
wisdom of the Archbishop
in wanting his priests to live
a community life.

These day-to-day battles
(spiritual and otherwise)
give the priest in the
missions valuable insight
into the human challenges
even the great missionaries
faced in their day—for they,
too, at times experienced
remote isolation, as well
as discouragement with
failures, both real or only
perceived. Yet we know as
they did that the final and
decisive measure of success
is the degree to which we
are united to Christ, for we
can do all these things in
Him who strengthens us.

After his ordination in 2004 at St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in Winona,
Minnesota, Fr. David Thomas was sent to the missions of South Africa.
He remained there for eight years, travelling to Zimbabwe and Namibia
for his apostolate. Fr. Thomas is currently stationed in Ridgefield,
Connecticut.

Opportunities to Support the Guatemala City Mission
Interview by Patrick Kuplack, SMC 2018

Mr. Kuplack: Father,
where is your mission
and would you describe
an average day there?
Fr. Novak: 
My mission
is in Guatemala City, the
capital of Guatemala. We
have our priory life in the
morning and parish life
in the evening. Morning
is essentially a seminary
schedule with the Mass
and Divine Office. Some
days we give classes to the
Franciscan Sisters here. As
Prior I have to do a lot of
correspondence. We go to
our downtown parish at
4:00 p.m. where we offer
the Mass and catechism
afterwards. We come back
to the priory for supper,
then Compline at 8:45. We Fr. Lawrence Novak at the 2016 Angelus Press Conference
also visit Quetzaltenango speaks about the Society’s missions in Mexico and South
As a seminarian, he served St. Mary’s Academy and
twice a month, and El America.
College as a housefather, and returned to St. Marys after the
Salvador, Costa Rica, and Conference to speak about the missions.
Tuxtla Gutierrez once a
month. We visit Nicaragua seminary. They spend a here, we just haven’t had
about twice a year.
week with us helping out the opportunity until this
a lot, and I really like it. visit to raise the awareness
Mr. Kuplack: Are there They are usually from our in the U.S. of our mission.
opportunities for people, parishes, but I would love
especially young adults, to take on Americans as Mr.
Kuplack:
What
who want to help at your well, as Providence directs. opportunities are there
mission?
I think helpers from the for Americans?
U.S. would inspire the
Fr. Novak: W
 e usually Guatemalan people quite Fr. Novak: I would like two
host young men who a bit. I’m very confident in young men for two weeks
are thinking about the the generosity of the faithful to a month. I would ask

them to do some physical
work, but they would
also learn about the priory
life in the conditions of
the mission atmosphere.
I think it would be very
useful for them.
Mr. Kuplack: What sort
of person would be apt
for this kind of work?
Fr. Novak: An adaptable
person,
25 years or
younger—right out of
high school, preferably—
who prays well, obeys
well, and is committed
to what he's doing. If the
Mormons can do mission
work for two years, then
we can do it for a couple of
weeks. We have a place for
helpers to stay, the meals
that they need, and plenty
of things to form them, not
just things to do.
Mr. Kuplack: How can we
assist your mission from
afar?
Fr.
Novak:

Well,
monetarily, of course, but
it would also be nice if
there were prayer groups
that met once a week and
dedicated their rosaries or
novenas to our work in
Guatemala.

Persons interested in helping at the mission in Guatemala
may contact Fr. Novak at the following email address:
l.novak@fsspx.email

Mission Life in Nigeria: A Calling for the Adventurous
Interview by Patrick Kuplack, SMC 2018

Fr. Jenkins: Imagine living
at summer camp for two
years; it’s like that. It’s
for the intrepid and the
curious, for those who are
used to roughing it, who
like adventure and doing
new things. You can be a
missionary anywhere, but
in Nigeria there is more of
a sense of adventure. You
have to learn the language
and suffer detachment. The
challenges make the life of
the foreign mission very
exciting.

Mr. Kuplack: Father,
where is your mission and
would you describe an
average day there?
Fr. Jenkins: I am stationed
in Enugu, Nigeria, one of
the cities evangelized by
the Holy Ghost Fathers in
the 1920s. There are only
4 days of the week that
might be called “average,”
though the life at the priory
is like that of any SSPX
house, except that we have
a pre-seminary, so we have
to teach classes. I teach
English and classes on the
spiritual life in the morning,
and in the afternoon the
pre-seminarians
study
and work while I tend
to correspondence and
prepare conferences. One
of our main problems is
that we have no electricity
most of the time. We
do have a generator that
we turn on for Mass, the
Office, and other essential
activities, otherwise it is
rather dark during the day.
We have Mass at 5:30 a.m.,
Compline at 8:30 p.m.,
and then grand silence.
 e other 3 days we visit
Th
Ochala and Onicha, our
missions out in the jungle.
They are about 20 miles

Mr. Kuplack: Is there a
way for the youth to help?
Fr. John Jenkins leads a Palm Sunday procession at his mission
in Enugu, Nigeria. Fr. Jenkins keeps an online chronicle of the
Society’s Nigerian priory: chronicle.sspx.ng.

from us, but it takes about
2 hours to drive to them
because the roads are in
such a catastrophic state.
In Ochala the chapel is
just bamboo with a little
roof and a small altar. We
are given lodging in a little
room with a bamboo mat.
The next day we go to
Onicha.

Fr. Jenkins: A
 bsolutely! We
do have two rooms but the
conditions are primitive.
It’s a great help for the
Catholics in Nigeria to
know that there are people
way over in America who
are like they are. It really
shows the unity of the
Church and that they aren’t
just orphans in the jungle.

Mr. Kuplack: Is there any Mr. Kuplack: What is
opportunity for people the best type of person to
wanting to help at your help at your mission?
mission?

Fr. Jenkins: Th
 ey can
make the missions known
to others, which motivates
people to pray for the
missions, for the Church
is universal and there are
souls that need our prayers.
Of course monetary help
is another opportunity to
offer the charity of Christ
for the common life we
share as His mystical body.
Where one member has
more than he needs, he gives
to another; where one has
too little, he must require
from another—each one
living the Communion of
Saints.

Fr. Jenkins may be contacted at sspxnigeria@gmail.com, or at:
St. Michael’s Priory, Independence Layout
15 Umukwa Street, Enugu, Nigeria

Student Achievements

S

Joseph Awerkamp, SMA 2017

Benedict Lillis, SMA 2017

Marie Tardiff, SMA 2017

pring, summer, fall, and winter come one by one
so each can take its part in the lively round of the
seasons.
First comes the beautiful young Spring with rake
and spade in hand ready to bring the earth to life
with her delicate flowers. She watches as the bright
green leaves appear on the strong, rough branches
of the trees. She watches the children as they run
barefoot, ready to pick them up if they happen to
fall. She greets the morning sun with a warm smilefor hadn’t he helped the small seeds spring out from
under the earth? As the life all about her grows
strong and powerful, she herself grows weary and
tired. One day she slips away not to be seen till the
earth needs her special touch once more.
Summer then comes with a haughty air for
she thinks herself the best. Had she not opened
the school doors for summer break, and didn’t the
students love her the best? The children play with
her more than any other season. Summer herself is
full of childish fun. Summer’s favorite trick of all is to
push an unlucky, barefoot person onto the hot rocks
and burn his feet. But as spring had done, she, too,
must leave her play and give way to Autumn’s wild
winds.
Autumn comes with a joyous burst, scattering his
brightly painted leaves. When he speaks, there is a
great gust of wind that ripples the crisp brown fields.
His laughter echoes from the highest mountains to
the lowest valleys, roaring as it does. He runs about
collecting his goods, storing them in barns for the
glorious feast of Thanksgiving. Autumn, too, finds
that the earth is changing seasons. His glorious
winds are chilled, and his work is almost completed,
so he relunctantly steals away from Winter’s icy grip.
Winter is the last season to come. He is dressed
in white furs and a gray cowled cloak. When he
approaches the woods, the trees let go of their gowns
to accept his thick white blanket. The whole world
seems to have fallen into a deep sleep in white-cold,
icy white. Winter builds forbidding walls of snow
at the door of each house, locking in its occupants.
After months of Winter’s cold grip upon the world,
his hold dies away and seasons start up once more.
Each comes again to play its part in the merry
round of time.
Lucy Harpe, Seventh Grade

The News in More Than 1,000 Words

Fr. Albert, O.P., spoke to the junior high and high
school boys about the life of St. Dominic, particularly
of his missionary work among the Albigensians.

Br. Maximilian, SMC 2009, spent a couple days in
St. Marys visiting family, including two of his sisters
who teach at the Academy. During that time, he
taught the fourth grade boys how to build hand-held
propellers from butternut wood.

The first grade boys visited Milford Nature Center in Junction
City, KS. They touched taxidermized animals, and saw live
animals, fish, and birds native to Kansas.

The fourth grade girls visited the Bald Eagle Rendezvous in
Lecompton, KS, where they watched re-enactments of pre-Civil
War times, including skills such as bow and arrow making.

St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc.
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu

Cultivating Missions and the Missionary Spirit
Veronica Hoffman, SMA 2017

B

efore I attended the
first day of the 2016
Angelus Press Conferences
whenever
I
thought
of foreign missions I
imagined Franciscans with
long beards, wearing full
habits while ministering
to little African children
outside dusty straw huts.
Now I understand that this
image represents only one
manifestation of a phase
in the life of a mission that
is flourishing after years of
patient effort, trials, and
crises.
The life of the mission
is a process that Fr. Jenkins
likened to the three phases
of growth in the life of
a plant. Germination is
the first phase when the
seed, susceptible to many
dangers, struggles to break
free from the constraints of
the ground. In the life of
the mission this first phase
can be exciting when the
faithful are enthusiastic,
though as a community
they are weak and in need

Seminary professor Fr. Juan Carlos Iscara, a native of
Argentina, spoke at the 2016 Angelus Press Conference on
the work of the early Jesuit missionaries in Paraguay.

of instruction. Often a
crisis precedes progress
to the next phase, which
is like that of the young
sprout, still vulnerable
to the pressures of the
environment but thriving,
just as the new mission
develops as its individual
members progress in the
spiritual life. When the
mission is reproducing
copies of itself in convents
and schools, then it has
reached maturity, the plant
is flowering and bearing

fruit, as the Jesuit missions
of 17th and 18th century
Paraguay that Fr. Iscara
described in his conference.
Despite the harsh
climate and the barbaric
lifestyle of the natives of
Paraguay, the Jesuits not
only converted the natives,
they also established a
social and political order
necessary for the colleges
and missions they founded
in the cities and in the
wilderness. Unfortunately,
virtually every fruit of

the flourishing Jesuit
missions in Paraguay has
disappeared, for in 1767 the
Jesuit order was dissolved
and the missionaries in
Paraguay were told to leave.
Today, as Fr. McFarland
explained in his conference,
the life of the mission—
indeed the very apostolic
spirit of the Church— is
threatened by naturalism,
the false idea that simply
by virtue of our humanity
we are all adopted sons
of God.
Missionaries
are urged to “dialogue”
with non-Catholics in an
“ecumenical spirit” rather
than to pray, teach, and
work for the conversion of
their souls. Fr. McFarland
urged us to support
Catholic missions by
cultivating within ourselves
the true missionary spirit
by praying and making
sacrifices for the conversion
of souls, keeping the faith
by living it and passing it
on to others.

